


! Statements 
◦ Have truth value 
"  I have a cold…. 

!  Performatives 
◦ Have no truth value but perform actions 
" Get me some Tylenol! 



!  Assertives--Stating 
◦  Speaker (S) commits to the truth of the Proposition 

(S) 
◦  E.g. The lecture tonight is in Biol 108 

!  Directives--Commanding and Directing 
◦  Attempt of Speaker (S) to get Hearer (H) to do 

something 
◦  E.g. Go to Biol 108 tonight! 

!  Commissives—promising and offering 
◦  Acts which commit Speaker (S) to future acts 
◦  E.g. I will meet you for a lecture in Biol 108 tonight! 



!  Expressives—thanking, forgiving, blaming, 
complaining 
◦  Speaker (S) makes attitude known to Hearer (H) 

about a proposition 
◦  E.g. I am excited that we will go to Washington 

soon!  

!  Declarations—Baptizing, naming, appointing, 
sacking 
◦  Acts which bring about a correspondence between 

propositional content and reality 
◦  E.g. I now declare you husband and wife! 



!  For one speech act, “directives” 
◦  Under what conditions can directives be 

successfully performed? 
They need Preparatory conditions in order to be 
successful, i.e. (S) gets (H) to do something 

a)  (H) can do the act (A) 
b)  (H) is probably not going to do (A) anyway (it can 

cause affront if (H) does (A) anyway and yet is still 
told to do it) 

c)  Speaker wants (H) to do (A) (sincerity condition) 
d)  Essential condition is that (S) is attempting to get 

(H) to do (A) 



! Direct speech acts—what speaker (S) says 
in (A) 

!  Indirect speech acts—meaning resides in 
what the speaker actually says and also 
on mutually shared background 
information, both linguistic and 
nonlinguistic, together with the general 
powers of rationality and inference on the 
part of the hearer 



!  Pass the salt (please)!  
◦   Direct request 

!  Can you pass the salt? 
 Preparatory condition—ability to do the act 

!  Can you reach the salt?    
◦  Condition—ability to do the act 

!  Would you mind passing the salt? 
◦  Referring to (H)’s attitude to doing (A) 

!  I would appreciate it if you would pass the salt 
◦  Sincerity condition 

!  Would you pass the salt? 
◦  Essential condition   



! Different culturally oriented assumptions 
govern which kind of directive is used 

! Direct requests are relatively rare—used 
primarily between equals, such as siblings 
of the same age, friends, others in your 
peer group 

!  Indirect requests are very common  



!  Give definitions of: 
Key terms: 

"  Speech acts (direct and indirect) 
"  Locution 
"  Illocution 
"  Perlocution 
"  Co-operative principle 
"  Maxims of conversation 
◦  Quality, quantity, relevance, manner 

"  Conversational implicature 
"  Inference 
"  Assertive 
"  Directive 
"  Directness 
"  Indirectness 
"  Norms 



! What is the difference between a direct 
and an indirect speech act? 

! How might people from different cultures 
draw different inferences from the same 
utterance? 

! How have these terms and examples 
helped in appreciating the significance of 
cultural differences for intercultural 
interaction? 



! Give an example of “flouting a maxim”! 
◦ What are the factors that influence the 
interpretation of its conversational implicature? 

◦ What examples did you find? 



! Communication across Cultures 
◦ P. 22-3, questions b) and c) 

◦ B) Using Searle’s subdivision of performatives, 
provide an example for each of the five types 
of speech acts. 
◦  Indicate their propositional content as well as 
the preparatory, sincerity, and essential 
conditions for each speech act. 
◦ Use the Table on pp. 17-8 as a guide 



!  C) indirect speech acts 
◦  i) provide and example of an indirect speech act 

"  Explain the influence of the cultural assumptions of 
mutually shared background on the interpretation of 
this indirect speech act 

◦  Ii) How could this indirect speech act be 
misunderstood in an intercultural context?  
"   Give an example of the linguistic and cultural context 
in which it could be misconstrued 


